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AGENDA., ITEM 3 a . . Rules of Engagement -- Cambodia 

]• Problem , To determine v/hat if any changes in rules of engagement for US forces 

in Southeast Asia may be desirable to minimize Cambodian support to the VC‘: 

% 

a. Current rules of engagement prevent immediate pursuit of hostile troops or 
vessels into Cambodian territory or territorial waters. US land forces are for- 
bidden to enter Cambodia or to fire into Cambodia except with prior Washington ap- 
proval in each instance, or in emergency situations specif ically Involving self- 

defense. Pursuit of hostile aircraft into Cambodia air space is permitted when 
actually engaged In combat. 

m 

b. The corrsnun ; s ts have been exploiting Cambodian territory in support of the 
VC. Some Cambodians have been involved in direct assistance to the VC/NVA. The 
degree of involvement by the Royal Cambodian Government has been unclear. However, 

the R!<G has taken no determined or effective measures to curtail support to the VC 
from or through Cambodia. 

c. Recent actions and statements by Sihanouk indicate an ever-c loser alignment 

of the RKG with the Government of North Vietnam and communist objectives in South- 
east Asia. 

d. Evidence mcicates that communist exploitation of Cambodia Is increasing. 
Infiltration LOCs are being extended and improved through northeast Cambodia. 

VC and NVN forces nave launched military operations against US/friendly forces from 
Cambodia and have withdrawn into Cambodia. 

2. Ootions. 


, £ ‘. ‘-•; an S e the rules of engagement to permit pursuit of communist forces into 
Cambodia in oraer to reduce the military disadvantage under which US/friendly 
forces new operate, but at the risk of inciting Sihanouk to even more effective 
cooperation with tns VC and of generating serious International criticism of our 
"violation of Cambodian sovereignty." 

b. Retain our present rules of engagement, perhaps laying the factual public 
• ela cions foundation for a possible chance later on. 

3. Recommendation . • 1 recommend Option b. 


ROBERT S. McNAMARA 



